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ophers illustrate the effort which rules modern speculation in general 
to overcome opposites and ascend to a higher unity. The author 
gives the solution of the world-riddle attempted by Fichte and 
Erigena, — first, an exposition and criticism of their systems respec- 
tively, then a critical valuation of the two related systems, pointing out 
the permanent and worthful in both systems. It is the merit of both 
thinkers that they sought to overcome the dualistic Weltanschauung, 
thereby shattering the old Greek philosophy persisting still in Chris- 
tendom, and to replace it with a monistic one. But they escaped the 
deistic error only to be entangled in the pantheistic. The ideal is 
divine transcendence without externality and immanence without 
identity. The author suggestively shows how the false method (their 
starting point being "transcendent-theocratic instead of the cosmic- 
anthropocentric " ) of these philosophers had for its consequence, in 
part, false results. — George B. Foster. 

The Beginnings of the Wesleyan Movement in America and the 
Establishment therein of Methodism. By John Atkinson, D.D. (New 
York: Hunt & Eaton, 1896, x + 458 pp.) The genesis of American 
Methodism is here disclosed for the first time. Dr. Atkinson has dis- 
covered most valuable material : he has sifted thoroughly the state- 
ments of Lee and Bangs and Stevens, his principal forerunners, and 
he has overlooked nothing of importance relating to his subject that 
has been published hitherto. The results of his researches are gratify- 
ing and surprising. The founders of Methodism in America (with one 
exception, perhaps), appearing in their right proportions, make a new 
and thrilling picture. The author's main thesis, to wit, that American 
Methodism was organized in 1773, he certainly establishes. Joseph 
Pilmoor is revealed in these pages as the conspicuous figure in the 
period of origins, and Francis Asbury is seen entering upon the inde- 
structible labors of men whom he at first misunderstood and depreci- 
ated. Dr. Atkinson wastes space, I think, upon the question of priority ; 
Strawbridge and Maryland Methodism were certainly independent 
of Embury and New York, and should have been treated separately. 
What Strawbridge did is of far more moment than when he did it. 
The author makes too little of him and his work. The book is enriched 
with accurate and vivid pictures of early Methodist preachers and peo- 
ple. These earnest men and women are shown rather than sketched ; 
their deeds speaking for them or they speaking for themselves. — 
Charles J. Little. 



